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exican Party "
HLosing Its Grip,
'CIA Concludes

+ In a top-secret peport, the CIA
{ has concluded that the near-morop-
kdly party that hes dominated Mey-
Lico for more than half a centiiry, the
Institutional Revolutionary Party
(PRD), is running ecared. The Cen-
tra] Intelligence Agency is con-
- cerned that the situation could lead
fto revolution from the right or left.
The report, entitled “Prospects
for Instability in Mexico,” was pre-
pared for President Reagan before
he met with Mexican President Mi-
guel“de la Madrid in May. My as-
sociate Dale Van Atta has reviewed
the report’s self-described “key
- judgments.” v :
The CIA dealt at fength with the
municipal elections of July 1983.
The ruling party was jolted by the
astonishing success of the opposi-
-tion National Action Party (PAN).
Though PAN won only five of 61
contested legislative seats and nine
of 105 municipal posts in five Mex-
ican states, it was PRI's worst
showing in its 54-year history. PAN
candidates were elected mayors of
two state capitals, Chihuahua and
Durango, and of Ciudad Juares, the
border town across from Bl Paso,
Tex. .
In the two northern states,
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iwhere PAN ig strongest, jt was able
to force relatively clean elections by
monitoring  every polling place.

Whenever iobvious manipulation

was spotted, PAN’s poll watchers
meed citizens-band radios to call in
* demomdtrators with bulthorns and
lawyers well versed in electoral

procedures. Under these circum--

stances, as one Mexican columnist
observed, “it was not practical for
any PRI representative to try the
decrepit set of tricks of the party’s
Golden Age.”

This may also explain why PR] at
first let the election results stand,
something it had never done after
Josing. Traditionally, opposition vic-
tories at the polls were lost later in
the government-run vote-counting
rooms,

But the CIA noted that it didn’t
take long for PRI to reverse its lit-
tle experiment in democracy. At
least two of the elections were de-

“clared void, and PRI engaged in a
new round of vote-rigging. PRI
didn’t lose any major contests after
that, the CIA reported, because it
-used “massive ballot stuffing.”

Some of the most flagrant ex-
cesses occurred in PRI's efforts to
prevent opposition victories in
Acapulco and the states of Sinaloa

and Puebla. According to Mexican-

sources, teachers at government-
run schools in Sinaloa were ob-
-served filling out hundreds of bal-
Jots the day before election.
Voters Wwho were first in line the
_next day found the ballot boxes so
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full they couldn’t cram in ballots, At
several polling places, angry voters
broke open the ballot boxes and
hundreds of PRI votes tumbled out.

In one contest PRI thought it
might lose, party bully boys ar-
rested the opposition candidate, the
popular PAN mayor of Ciudad
Obregon, and brought trumped-up
charges, such as “non-fulfiliment of
official duties,” He was brought to
trial and convicted within a month.
Public outcry was so great that the
mayor has not had to start servi
his three-year sentence. :

Violence is not unknown in re-
sponse to PRI election-rigging. Last
October, when PRI stole an election
from the Socialist Workers Party in
Namiquipa, Chihuahua, some 2,000
citizens stormed the mayor’s office.
One protester was killed, a woman
had her arm torn off by an explosive
bullet and at least 150 demonstra-
tors were beaten by palice.

In the July 1983 elections, PRI
leaders charged that PAN candi-
dates had been elected through
fraud, then complained that ‘they
should/t be allowed to _hold office
because they lacked experience.
PRI also charged that PAN had won
because of financial support from
the U.S. Democratic National Com-
mittee and the FBI. :

Finally, PRI declared several of
the elections void, rescheduled
them for last April 1 and won
through its traditional chicanery.

Popular outrage led to a riot May
2 in Chihuahua city.

, Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/21 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000100130059-6




